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A NOTE ON METHOD

As has been noted already, this project to identify the historic
resources of the Lake Mead National Recreation Area was
cooperative in nature and many persons participated with great

willingness.

The contract focused on the history of ranching and mining
with Mike Belshaw as principal investigator and Ed Peoplow, Jr.,
devoting = himself to the nonfield elements of mining. The
assignment was, unfortunately, a brief one and, both literally and
metaphorically, a lot of ground had to be covered in the nine
months - of the project's existence. Sites to be examined were
scattered over 2,500 miles and at times were difficult to locate,
even with the aid of maps. In the case of some mines, even when
a shaft, headframe, or shack was located, there was no evidence to
indicate the mine's identity. To complicate matters, a rancher on

the Shivwits Plateau locked a gate on the only road giving access to

many sites and immediately after a temporary truce had been:

negotiated, the wettest winter on record began. Fearing to get
caught in a winter snowstorm one hundred miles from pavement, the

Pi had to double back in retreat. Several times field trips were

. cut short by weather and penetrations had to be repeated at a later

date.

The poor weather was, to some extent, a blessing in disguise
however. In May, a small group hiked out Separation Canyon in

order to get a better understanding of the probiems faced by the

- men who left Powell's party in 1869. The winter rains gave us the

benefit of flowing water in much of the canyon when normally--in

recent years, that is--there would have been none.
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In the process of searching out ranching and mining sites, and
conducting oral history interviews, the PI became aware of the
importance of several historic trails within the Recreation Area.
Basic research was done on these and, since they all extend beyond
the NRA into lands administered by' the Bureau of Land
Management, it is clear that a joint NPS-BLM research effort would
be beneficial for the identification and preservation of these historic

resources.

A cursory examination of the bibliography should indicate that
literature bearing upon the Recreation Area is scant. Enquiries
made to archives yielded very little. Fortunately several persons
still alive participated in events that shaped the region’'s
development and most of these cooperated marvelously. The reader
is especially recommended to listen to the Englestead tape if the

opportunity arises.

While there is no doubt that further time and effort would
yield more information, expecially on the Shivwits, the Pl believes
that the historical essence has been' captured. Only one major
puzzle needs to be resolved--that of the Dunn Inscription--although
the report makes recommendations for further research of a

somewhat lower order of priority.
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PART ONE-

HISTORY OF THE LAND AREA OF THE LAKE MEAD
NATIONAL RECREATION AREA



)

INTRODUCTION

High among the peaks of the Rocky Mountains, the Colorado
River rises in perpetual birth. From here it falls to the sea,
gathering on its 1,700 mile journey other streams such as the
Gunnison, the Green, and the San Juan which are major in their
own right. Together they call waters from seven states in the
United States and from one in Mexico~--Wyoming, Colorado, Utah,
New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, California, and Sonora--and drain

some 246,000 square miles.

Most of the terrain through which the river flows is harsh and
arid with little wvegetation to hold the scarce rains. Thus, the
abrading silt that the waters collect contribute to the creation of
mighty canyons that confine the river for one thousand miles as it
goes. These canyons, both those of the river and from its
tributaries, deposit the rocks and create the falls that make

navigation difficult or impossible.

The climate of the region, although arid, cannot be taken for
granted. indeed, the vast size of the drainage area and the
pronounced changes in elevation--from sea l{evel to over 14,000
feet--imply many climates. Searing heat at Yuma is likely to be
simuitaneous with snows in the mountains anywhere from Arizona to
Wyoming. Seasonal variations occur, mainly in the form of severe
winter storms leading to a spring runoff in May and
June--paradoxicaily the driest months in the southern desert
regions--and summer thunderstorms which often cause flash floods.
It is perhaps the annual variation which is most problematical. At
Yuma reported flows range from a dribble of 3,000 second feet to

an uncontrollable torrent of 380,000 second feet.
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In 1905, one such torrent found a weakness in its banks where
a canal had been excavated to carry Colorado waters to the farming
settlements being established near the Salton Sea. The river
followed the canal, and continuing flash and spring floods pushed
aside human efforts to return it to its original channel. The
Southern Pacific Railroad, in part to protect its interests in the
Imperial Valley, and in part relying on a promise of reimbursement
from the Federal Government, spent over $3,000,000 of its own
funds to establish dikes and check dams. Finally, in February
1907, the river was caged, but not tamed. Some means of

controiling it would have to be found.

Much of the credit for the final solution resides with Philip
David Swing, a California attorney and congressman, by whose
persistence the Swing-Johnson Bill (H.R. 5773), the Boulder
Canyon Project Act, was signed by Coolidge in 1928. Prior to that,
in January 1919, the Governor of ltah called the seven states to
discuss the Colorado River waters and, as a result, the "League of
the Southwest” was formed. The League presented resolutions to
the President and before Congress, and, in November 1922, the
Colorado River Compact was signed in Santa Fe. This divided the
river into Upper and Lower Basins and apportioned 7.5 million acre

feet to each.

Work was begun on the Boulder Dam in 1931 by a consortium
of contractors called the Six Companies and was completed in 1935.
in September 1936, Boulder Dam, later renamed Hoover Dam, was
inaugurated by President Roosevelt. Waters backed up some 105
miles behind the dam to form Lake Mead. In the process, historic
and prehistoric sites were inundated, but dangerous floods below
the dam were harnessed, irrigation waters were assured for large
areas, and hydroelectric power was generated in time to make a

significant contribution to the conduct of the Second World war. A
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major land and water recreation area came into being, giving

considerable summertime relief to residents of Nevada and Arizona.

However, the creation of Hoover Dam did not resolve the
special problem of Mexico's claims to the waters of the river. As
Frank Waters writes, by 1943:

The various works of the Colorado River Project were
completed. Immense amounts of water were diverted
through the All-American Canal and the Los Angeles
Aqueduct. Boulder Dam was backing up the river. And
1,312,000 acres were under irrigation in the Upper Basin
states, an 1,323,000 acres in those of the Lower Basin.

in Mexico similar changes were under way. It had been
proposed to open up to development both the Mexicali
Valley and the Mexican Delta of the Colorado River just
as the United States had opened Imperial Valley years
before. . . . But now the Mexican farmers woke up to
what was happening. .1

After a series of negotiations, Mexico and the United States
signed a treaty in 1944 which among other things, allocated water
to Mexico and committed the United States to build the Davis Dam to
regulate the diversion of water to Mexico. This dam was completed
in 1950, and Lake Mohave, 67 \miles in length, filled in behind it.

The Lake Mead National Recreation Area, established in 1964,

encompasses some 2,500 square miles of water and terrain and

1. Frank Waters, The Colorado, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston,
N.Y., 1974 edition, p. 361.




surrounds both Lake Mead and Lake Mohave. Its southerly point of
beginning is at Davis Dam from which it extends in a northerly
direction to Hoover Dam, and from there to the northeast following
the course of the Virgin River, and to the east, following the
Colorado.
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CHAPTER ONE

PREHISTORY, EXPLORATION, RIVER CROSSINGS,
AND SETTLEMENT

THE SETTING'

A. Topography
There is very little of the area under the jurisdiction of the

Lake Mead National Recreation Area that cannot be described as
rugged. Elevations range from 517 feet above sea level at Davis
Dam to 7,072 at Mount Dellenbaugh on the Shivwits Plateau.
Between these extremes, one is hard put to find a level patch of
ground of any usable extent. Lake Mohave, which extends
northward from Davis Dam, is only four miles across for a short
distance at its widest location, and elsewhere is narrowly confined
between abrupt canyon walls. These are penetrated by side
canyons in only a few places. The general impression is one of
barren, heaving mountains in any direction as far as one can see.

Lake Mead, at an elevation of 1,229 feet when full, is the
largest manmade reservoir in the United States, and although wider
in most places than Lake Mohave, is still confined throughout its
length by cliffs and mountains. In some locations--in Overton Arm,
for example--gentle detrftal flood plains slope down from a distance.
More generally, the lake offers a sense of confinement rather than

space.

1. This section is not intended as a definitive discussion of the
subjects covered, but only to give the background necessary to an
understanding of the events discussed in the text.




Several important washes reach the lake, among them Las
Vegas, Detrital, Grand, and Hualapai. Two live streams, the
Muddy and the Virgin, enter at the head of Overton Bay.
However, the lake fulfilis its ‘pur‘pose by capturing and holding the
waters of the Colorado River which reach it after disgorging from
the Grand Canyon. Lake Mead has the capacity to contain two
years flow of Coloradeo average runoff.

Before the construction of the dams, only one ford existed in
the entire length under consideration. This was Ute Crossing just
below the mouth of the Grand Canyon. At low water, the river at
Scanlon Ferry was about a quarter of a mile across and cattle could

be swum there safely.

One important feature of the area, just to the west of the
Grand Canyon, is Grand Wash. This is a wide basin that enters
from the north, and on its east side high cliffs, in a series of two
steps, raise the terrain from lake level (1,200 feet approx.) to the
Shivwits Plateau (6,000 feet approx.). The portion of Shivwits
under the jurisdiction of LMRA is the southernmost tip of the
- Arizona Strip, an isolated and sparsely settied cattle range. The
plateau extends in long points down towards the Grand Canyon.

Its rim is abrupt and steep, and places of access are few.

B. Climate

The wvariations in elevation are associated with variations in
temperature. Summer temperatures at lakeshore levels often exceed
100 degrees, whereas temperatures at, or below, freezing can occur
less than ten miles distant on the plateau from September through
May. Similarly snow is exceptionai and rain infrequent in the lower

elevations, but are more likely above 5,000 feet.
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Thunderstorms, most frequent in July and August, can be
intense and can precipitate flashfloods which rush down arroyos
with an irresistable wall of water Kkilling the unwary and
unfortunate in their path. Rains and snows can make roads and
trails on ‘Shivwits impassable. Travellers and. ranchers can be_‘
marooned for very lengthy periods. One learns to treat the

weather with respect and to exercise great prudence.

C. Vegetation
As elevation, exposure, and the contours of the land create

microclimates, wvegetation adapts in great variety and variation of
concentration. Much of the land appears extremely barren with
only a light cover of creosote bush. Unless the rains are
exceptional 'in lower elevations, grasses are likely to be found only
near springs and washes. Cactus of various kinds are common and
in some locations such as Hualapai Wash and Grand Wash, there are

forests of Joshua trees.

At higher elevations, the pinon-juniper association begins,
increasing in density as the Shivwits Plateau is reached. There,
the forests are interspersed with savannah and sage. Near Mt.
Dellenbaugh, thickets of ponderosa have at times been sufficient to

support sawmills. The only other iarge trees are cottonwoods at

the occasional oasis.

D. Fauna

Nevertheless, animal life is abundant. The lakes harbor many
species of fish, and waterfow! are common, expecially in the
Overton State Wildlife Management Area. Lizards, snakes, mice,
packrats, cottontails, and jackrabbits, or their evidence, persist
over the entire land area. Similarly the coyote is omnipresent, but
not necessarily visible. Other species tend to be more selective in

their habitat. The feral burro is common near the lake'shore and




its tracks gouge hills and washes. Mule deer, on the other hand,
inhabit higher reaches and the Arizona Strip is famous for these.

Mountain sheep are dwellers of the high cliffs and are rarely seen.

Early Angle explorers were attracted to the river by abundant

beaver. Fairchild reports,

At that time there were many beavers along the Colorado
River, and at night when my boat was tied up to a shag
in the stream, at times these intelligent animals would be
tantalizing. They had a peculiar habit of coming to the
surface while swimming, elevating their flat tails with a
peculiar twist and plunging it into the water making
considerable noise--as ‘'plunk, plunk.! At times they
would playfully dive beneath the boat and in 'plunking'
spatter water upon me. On several occasions, when this
became annoying, | turned loose my shotgun upon them,
and not many moments <elapsed after the report in each
instance until the 'shoop' of astonished Indians could be
heard. To prevent their locating me for an early call, |
would cast my boat adrift, float several miles down stream
and fasten to some newly found snag. There were a few
ducks upon the river and large flocks of egrets (ardea

agretta) in those days.2

E. Prehistory
Viewed from our current perspective, the prehistory of the

area is essentially that of a hunting and gathering continuum upon

which is superimposed the 700 year florescence of the pueblo

2. Mahlon Dickerson Fairchild, Pioneer Reminiscences: To The
Colorado River 1862-1863, Ms. from Mohave Pioneers Historical
Society. Written in 1904,

10
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period. The Virgin and Muddy Rivers near the present town of
Overton were the site of considerable habitation now called the Lost
City. Most of the remnants were inundated by Lake Mead although
some sites, consisting of stone rooms, are visible on benches above

the waters. Other pueblo sites exist on the Shivwits Plateau.3

The key to the new way of life was agriculture. The
domesticated plants offered a stable and reliable source of
food; population could increase wherever food could be
raised. Permanent dwellings, public works, a strong
religion, great skill in old and new handicrafts, and great
elaboration of design and form--all were possible when

food was assured through farm or garden crops.4

Strictly speaking, pueblo dwellers practiced horticulture rather
than agriculture. In other words, cultivation was by hoe or
digging stick instead of with a plough. However, a technological
shift was apparently occuring about the time of Anglo penetration,
possibly as a result of a mediated cultural contact with the Rio
Grand pueblos. Hamblin describes how the Santa Clara Shivwits
used an ash stick with a wide point and how they pushed this
through the soil in such a manner as to construct a continuous

furrow as does a plough.5

The prolonged drought of 1276 to 1299 was associated with the
abandonment of pueblo facilities. It is of interest that the

3. interview with Mack Miller, Templ'e Bar, 26-12-77. An
extensive site was seen by the author to the east of Blue Mountain.

4. Jesse D. Jennings, "Early Man in Utah," Utah Historical
Quarterly, Vol. XXVIil, #1, Jan. 1960, p. 12.

5. Pearson Harris Corbett, Jacob Hamblin - The Peacemaker,
Deseret Book Co., Salt Lake City, 1952, p. 53.
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Piedes had a legend of how they forced the Moquis (Hopis) to {eave

the region, which may reflect a cultural memory of the exodus.6

Whatever the :circumstances, the effect was the return of
hunters and gatherers to predominance. These people, although
living at a significantly lower material level than the pueblo dwellers
had the resiliency to adapt to, and utilize more closely, the animal
and vegetative environments. The great variety of these, even in
the desert setting, was alluded to in the preceding discussion. A
nomadic existence precluded fixed habitations or anything that could

not be carried from one hunting or scavenging site to another.

Thus, the physical evidence is scant. Petroglyphs are found
in many localities in the area and yam pits exist in a number of
places including Nevershine near Tasi.7 The Englestead brothers

vividly describe the indians' margina! existence:

Homer Englestead: This Squaw Wash. We named

the sheepherders named it Squaw Wash. There's an old
squaw lived there alone. She lived oif the land. She
find rattiesnakes or anything she would eat and turkey,
uh, turtle. If she found a turtle, she would, just put
him in the pot and boil him alive. The turtle's a great
thing for their food stuff and lasts for quite a while.
And she lived there all that spring, but the next year
when we went down, she wasn't there. But, they went
in there by the herds in winter. You see over here to
Overton, there was about ten thousand of those Indians

lived there and they were progressive people. They'd

6. Ibid., p. 61.

7. See transcription of Englestead interview, p. 14.

12
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only let one family have maybe five or six acres of
ground and they were farmers. And, uh, and

industrious people.

Earl Englestead: The Indian through here, they just
lived on the land. And in the summer time you'd go up
on the mountain and you'd find arrowheads almost any
place you'd go. Because . . . and they'd always camp
quite close to the water. They wouldn't camp on the
water to contaminate it. They had their codes and they
were pretty good to live right off the land.8

Although some of the Indians, as this squaw, lived a solitary
existence, the usual social and economic unit among the Shivwits
was the nuclear family. The families would join to become bands
when antelope or rabbits were hunted. The Mojaves to the south

were somewhat more sedentary and sub-tribal groups of several

families tended to congregate. Fairchild describes how these people
would hunt the mountain sheep:

And, by the way, it may not be inappropriate here to say
something about the Big Horn--Ovis Montana. At that

time they were quite numerous among the mountain ranges

bordering the Colorado River, and occasionally they could
be seen at the brink of the stream quenching their
thirst. Sometimes a dozen in a herd would be startled
from some watering place in the hills, when off they
would go, with incredible fleetness, up to the steep
mountain slopes heading for the most prominent peaks.

Upon arriving at the top of some lofty cliff they would

8. ibid., pp. 14, 15.
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halt in silhouette against the clear sky and watch the
departure of their disturbers until gone from sight. It
was a wonder to me how they could galiop up these
shingly inclinations with so little disturbance of loose rock
which laid over the entire surface, and with so little
noise. In hunting mountain sheep in those days the
Indians had no firearms of any account, and had to
depend upon their bows--using poisoned arrows. in
preparing arrows for such use they usually took the liver
of a hare, get a rattlesnake and enrage it, and cause it
to strike the raw liver a number of times with its fangs.
After doing this they let the liver lie in the sun until it
became putrid when they would crush it to a paste and
daub the points of the arrows with it. Thus provided, a
score or two of hunters would start out. Those with the
poisoned arrows--sharp shooters of the tribe--would go to
the highest peaks within the scope of the country to be
hunted over and station themselves at the most favorable
places for concealment, near the run-ways of the Big
Horn, and there abide the time until the quarry came.
All such points of vantage would be patrolled for miles
around. Then the skirmishers would start out and with
great din scare the game and get it running, knowing it
would hasten to some of the heights upon which the
bowmen were waiting. wWhen an Indian succeeded in
piercing the flesh of an animal with one of his poisonous
darts, the chase after that particular animal ceased, but
the following day scouts would be placed upon its track
and the trail followed until the carcass was found--all
knowing that after the chase was abandoned a wounded
animal would lie down and die from the effects of the

poison. There being no hesitancy upon the part of the

14
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indian about eating the flesh of the animal Killed in this
manner, was proof that its toxic effect was harmless to
‘their stomachs.

It was during the forenoon of September 24th that we
broke camp and resumed our march under guidénce_ of
'Hook-Nose.' * Previous to starting he had had earnest
conversation with a number of his tribesmen, and it
seemed to refer principally to us, we wére wary, for we
were distrustful. Following the bank of the river eight
or ten miles, our guide by pantomime made us understand
that we were to leave the river and take to the mountains
once more. |In doing this we found a very rough trail,
but there were several watering places, and we saw quite
a number of mountain sheep. At each place where there
was water would be heads of several Big Horns--still
retaining the horns some of which being immense for so
small an animal--and also shells of the large land tortoise,

left by Indians after feasting upon their bc:dies.9

The gathering of wvegetable products was critical to Indian
survival. Acorns, vyucca, drass seeds, and so on, had to be
gleaned and it was the destruction of such habitat by cattle that
led to hardship and conflict. {See Chapter Six)

Floodplain agriculture was practiced without the sophisticated
irrigation works of the pueblo people. Jed Smith reported a
"Pautch" Indian farmer working on the south side of the Colorado
River opposite the junction with the Virgin when he made his first
trip (1826). 10

9. Fairchild,. op. cit., pp. 15, 16.

10. Melvin T. Smith, The Colorado River: Its History in the
Lower Canyon  Area, Bringham Young  University, Ph.D.
Dissertation, August 1972, p. 105.

15



Pre-contact indians engaged in mining, both for trade and
their own use. Jed Smith commented on the salt mines near

Overton (now under water). Clay and turquoise were also mined.

Several methods of mining were employed in working
deposits of turquoise and varicolored stones. Open pit
and outcrop mining was used at a site between Boulder
City and Hoover Dam. Other sites required underground
mining. There were conditions when aboveground
" exposed rock had to be heated by fire, then shattered by
dousing it with water. Stone picks and hammers were the
only tools used, thus the particles of gemstone had to be
removed by hand. Tailings were carried to dumps in

wicker baskets.

Considering the value of the product and the energy
expended, turquoise was the most logical mineral the
Indians could mine. A system of barter was used to
distribute turquoise from Eldorado Canyon to the
Southwestern United States and Mexico. The Athapascan
and Pueblo cultures of these areas valued this gemstone
highly. As a trade article, or even a medium of
exchange, turquoise was well adapted to the early Great
Basin Indians' primitive transportation methods. Light
and compact, the stones were worth many times their
weight and size. This attribute alone encouraged the

development of trade in tur'q'.,noise.11

11. Melvin T. Smith, The Colorado River: Its History in the
Lower Canyon Area, Brigham Young University, Ph.D. Dissertation,
August 1972, p. 105.
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Indians were skilled traders. Had their contact with Europeans
been limited to trading, they could undoubtedly have enhanced

their position.

F. Early Explorationm

To Jedediah Smith goes the honor of the first recorded

penetration of the area of concern. That others--Spaniards or

Mexicans from the south--preceded him is quite likely.

The possibility of Spanish mining in Eldorado Canyon is
an intriguing question that has been challenging
historibgr‘aphy in Southern Nevada for over a century.
Folklore, statements of reputable residents and authentic
artifacts make it necessary to mention this undocumented
activity primarily for the reason that rumors about it still
persist, and because no one has proven that it did not

occur.

Francis Church Lincoln, former dean of the University of
Nevada, Mackay School of Mines (1914-24) states:
"Mining operations in Nevada were conducted on a small
scale by the Indians and the Franciscan Fathers prior to
the advent of the Argonauts," and later, "With the
assistance of their Mexican converts, the Franciscan

Fathers worked placer mines and turquoise deposits in

12. The sections on exploration depend heavily on Smith op. cit.
The literature on exploration, by land and river, is so extensive
that little purpose is served by repetition. This, then, is an
overview. Contours will be highlighted when warranted by some
need for emphasis.
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what is now Clark County, Nevada, and left interesting

. . . 13
relics in some of the mines."

in the fall of 1826, Jed Smith came in from the north, down
the Virgin to the Colorado, hence to the Mojave villages below Black
Canyon, and finally out to California. Below the confluence of the
virgin and Muddy Rivers, Smith obtained a supply of salt at the
caves. Where he crossed the Colorado is not known, but, once
over, he did have considerable difficulty with the rugged and
waterless terrain. Their meeting with the Mojaves was beneficial in
contrast to that of the following year at which time the Mojaves
killed many of Smith's men as they were crossing the r‘iver‘.14

in 1827"°
Young, George C. Yount, and Thomas L. Smith, to trap the

James Ohio Pattie joined with others, including Ewing

Colorado. The Mojaves claimed the furs that the group had

13. James M. Greene, Life in Nelson Township, Eidorado Canyon,
and Boulder City, Nevada, M.A. Thesis, University of Nevada, Las
Vegas, 1975, p. 21. Another story reported by Greene is of some
Mexican visitors in 1882 who came to Eldorado Canyon with a very
old map which marked the site of the Wall Street Mine. The
possibility of white penetration prior to 1826 should be allowed.

14. It is customary to attribute Smith's change of fortune either to
conniving Mexican authorities who "ordered" the Mojaves to repulse
the Anglos or to rough handling by Pattie's party. While the rough
treatment is indisputable, it seems unlikely that the Mojaves would

recognize Mexican authority. Another explanation may be of
interest which mirrors the experiences that Fairchild had with the
Mojaves and which can be generalized to other tribes as well. Most

tribes are not a tightly woven group who follow a party line. The
bands are quite independent and are likely to react as temperament
or circumstances suggest. This is one of the reasons that Indians
and non-Indians both broke treaties with frequency.

15. 1 vyield to Smith on this date rather than 1826. Enough
controversy about Pattie exists already.
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collected, which claim the trappers were disinclined to recognize.
Hostilities ensued to the eternal anguish of several Indians who,
having no firearms, were at some disadvantage.

From the Mojave villages, the trappers travelled to the north.
The Young and Yount parties then swung to the east below the
point where the Colorado bends to the south. Pattie and Thomas
L. Smith continued up the river, following a route that is
uncertain:

To begin with, they apparently continued together up the
Colorado on its south bank into the Grand Canyon itself.
On Spencer Creek three men from the Pattie party left
the main body and were murdered and mutiliated,
probably by the Yavapai; the foul deed was discovered
two days later, March 27, 1827. After burying the
remains, the trappers turned down river retracting their
route out of the canyon, where the parties may have
divided, with the Pattie group crossing the Colorado near
what became Pearce's Ferry. From that point they could
have swung west into the Grand Wash Cliffs onto the
Shivwit Plateau. Other authorities maintain that both
parties remained on the south side of the river until they
reached the Virgin confluence, then crossed. Since they
were concerned with trapping, this latter water route
seems more likely.

Once over the river, they moved up the Virgin hunting
for furs. After a day or two the Pattie group swung
east (if they indeed had not crossed above Grand Wash
earlier) through St. Thomas Gap into the Grand Wash
drainage, and then onto the Shivwit Plateau, where they

pursued an easterly course past Mt. Trumbull and over
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the Buckskin Mountains. Very likely in one of these
locations they were caught in an eighteen-inch snow fall
in April.

Another alternative route for the Pattie expedition would
have kept them on the South Rim of the Grand Canyon as
far east as Kanab Creek, where they may have crossed
the Colorado River and climbed out on the North Rim.
However, this route seems unlikely in view of several
facts: the difficulty of getting to the Colorado River
from the South Rim, the purpose for crossing at that
point, and the sudden return to the Colorado after
crossing the Buckskin Mountains. This writer admits
Pattie's account is sketchy, but believes the party
crossed near the Virgin River and then moved east, north

of the Colorado. 16

Jed Smith returned to the area in the summer of 1827 and
followed much the same route as previously except for transit up
Detrital Wash to avoid the difficulties of the Black Canyon. One of
his party was Thomas Virgin after whom the river was named. The
Mojaves, smarting over their treatment at the hands of the trappers
who had passed through earlier that year, attacked Smith's party,
killing ten and capturing two Indian consorts. Smith fled across
the desert to California.

Trappers were apparently determined men, for both Pattie and
Thomas L. (now Pegleg) Smith returned to the area shortly. Pattie
lost his furs near the mouth of the Colorado in a tidal bore and his

father died in a California prison from iliness. Pegleg Smith,

16. Smith, op. cit., pp. 113, 114.
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along with some Ute braves, found more profit in stealing horses
from the Californians, which practice they continue until 1840.

Reports of the area's rich furs attracted others in the years
1829-1830. Among these were Peter Skene Ogden of the Hudson's
Bay Company, Ewing Young, and Kit Carson.

Traders followed trappers closely, the first of these being
Antonio Armijo who left Abiquiu in 1829, bound for California. His
party crossed the Colorado River above Lee's Ferry at the Crossing
of the Fathers, .apparently the first non-Indians to do so since
Dominguez and Escalante passed that way in 1776. His route by
way of Vegas Springs skirted the area of our concern somewhat to
the north, and opened trade in New Mexico sheep and woolens in
exchange for California horses and mules. These trading caravans
persisted on a yearly basis almost until the end of the Mexican era
in the Southwest. Nevertheless, activity was so sporadic that one
can assert a virtual vacuum in activity, especially in the Black
Canyon area, for two decades.

G. Transcontinental Trails

A number of events including the awakening of California, the -

approaching war with Mexico, and the tension between Utah and
eastern United States awoke official interest in the lower Colorado
in the 1840s and later. John Fre’mont passed to the north of our
area of interest in 1844 on his way to Las Vegas Springs, but did
not enter. Gen. Stephen Kearny passed to the south in 1846 and
did not enter the area. Neither did Col. Philip St. George Cook
who crossed at the confluence of the Colorado and Gila in 1847.

The first official entry into the area was by Capt. Lorenzo

Sitgreaves in 1851, who was exploring what is known as
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the 35th parallel route,
Santa Fe Railroad and Highway 66--at least as far as Kingman.
The river was crossed, possibly in the vicinity of Eldorado Canyon,

and Sitgreaves headed south to Fort Yuma.

things and crossed below Black Canyon possibly at Eldorado

In 1853, Francois Xavier Aubry reversed the usual order of

Canyon:

wWithin the year, Lt. A. M. Whipple crossed above the Needles while
conducting a transcontinental railroad survey. Lt. Edward Beale,

with his camels, crossed at the same place in 1857.

Aubry’'s men soon built a raft of driftwood, cut by
beaver, and commenced to ferry Agoods over and swim the
horses. The presence of Mojave Indians caused the men
to work with haste and Aubry to proceed with caution.
Five days were used in crossing the river and recruiting
the animals. About one mile east of the crossing a
Mexican boy discovered signs of gold, which also detained
the party. They did not leave the river until July 30.17

18

Reaching the river on October 18, Beale began the
‘questionable' task of crossing the river. To ferry his
wagons and supplies, the Lieutenant had brought india
rubber boats, which proved adequate. However, several
mules and horses were drowned while being swum across
the stream. Beale had been warned that the camels could

not swim; however, confident they could, he hazed a

17.

18.

Smith, op. cit., p. 103.

Ibid., p. 151.
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strong male camel into the water, which as soon as ‘he
found himself out of his depth struck off without
hesitation for the opposite shore, swimming high and with
perfect ease.' The others were crossed without

hesitation.19

As an extension of his trip upriver in the Explorer in 1857,
Lt. Joseph C. Ives also examined an overland route to Fort
Defiance, then in New Mexico but now in Arizona. To this end,
Ilves had a shore party with mules pace the Exgldr‘er as she moved
upstream. The presence of these two groups, and especially their
communicating rockets, caused great concern to Jacob Hamblin who
happened along at the time. A "Mormon War" was bubbling and
Hamblin was convinced that he was witnessing a serious threat from
the south. Instead, Ives left the Explorer and led his packtrain
overland to the east through Gold Road Pass near present day
Oatma_n;

The report of Lieutenant Beale on the feasibility of the 35th
‘parallel route excited interest, but with tragic consequences. In
1858, several emigrant wagon trains attempted the difficult trip from
‘Albuquerque to the river. This the first train reached on 28
Aﬁgust only to find themselves surrounded by Mojave braves who
openly killed and ate some of their stock. On the 30th, the
emigrants were attacked by sorﬁe 250 Mojaves. The emigrants lost
most of their stock, several persons were wounded, and one was
killed. One family (Bentner), some distance away, was wiped out.
The emigrants returned to Albuquerque, gathering with them as

~ they turned back other trains who had been following them.

As a consequence, troops were stationed in the area at both

Fort Mojave and Eldorado Canyon.

19. 1Ibid., p. 203.
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With the improvement in security, Lieutenant Beale had the
responsibility of constructing the wagon road which was done in
1859. Although the road was completed from Albuquerque to the
river, it did not reach beyond into California. For this and other
reasons, it saw little traffic but did assist in developing alignments

for later rail and highway routes.

H. Up From the Sea of ’Cor‘tezzo

In the year 1851 George A. Johnson arrived at the mouth of

the Colorado River with the schooner Sierra Nevada carrying

supplies for Fort Yuma. He immediately recognized the opportunity

for commerce and next year brought in the steamer General Jesep

with a contract to cark'y supplies from the river mouth to the fort.
During the next several years Johnson accumulated considerable
river experience and proposed to the government that he receive a
contract to explore the river. However, when, in 1857, Congress
alloted funds to the Army Corps of Lngineers for the exploration of
the river as well as an overland route to the east, Lt. Joseph C.

lves was chosen to command.

Johnson, however, had been irequested to assist Lieutenant
Beale in crossing the river at Needles and, in the course of doing

this, he took the General Jesep all the way through Black Canyon

and, on his return in January 1858, passed lves in his Explorer

laboring upstream.

The Explorer was constructed in Philadelphia, and not very

well apparently, because additional structural supports had to

20. This section is based upon Smith, op. cit., and Frederick S.
Dellenbaugh, The Romance of the Colorado River, Rio Grand Press
Reprint, Chicago, 1962.
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be supplemented to the hull in San Francisco. These were added

outside the hull and effectively reduced the draft by six inches.

When fully loaded, the Explorer had only six inches of freeboard
and was in danger of being swamped several times. The Explorer
was pieced together at Robinson's Landing, a mud flat at the mouth

of the Cotorado, and chugged upstream only to be upstaged by the
General Jesep.

The Mojave guide Ireteba was engaged at the villages and the
Explorer continued into the Black Canyon to hit a rock which thus

determined its high point of navigation. While his vessel was being

repaired, lves continued upstream as far as Vegas Wash in a skiff.
He then returned, met his packtrain at Pyramid Canyon, and

proceeded overland to the east by way of Diamond Creek and the
Hopi villages.

l. The "Mormon War‘"21

There were several reasons for Mormon interest in the lower

Colorado. The State of Deser‘e;m, an empire unto itself, was growing

rapidly by immigration and natural increase, and the long
transcontinental trek was a hardship and hazard; especially, given
the continuing hostility that was harbored in the East. An outlet
to the sea could perhaps offer the Saints easier access to their
Great Basin haven. Furthermore, commerce and investments beyond
the seas were contemplated, among them plantations of sugar cane

on the Hawaiian islands.

Additionally, the region of the river was inhabited by

Lamanites among whom missionary work was needed. Later, as real

21. This section is based on Smith, op. cit., and Corbett, op. cit.
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and imagined hostility between Deseret and the States intensified, a
threat from the south was perceived and, of course, substantiated

by the rumors about lves.

As early as 1855 a mission was established at Las Vegas
Springs. From that place, Rufus Allan was called by Brigham
Young to explore the river below Vegas Wash and to determine its
navigability. They travelled downstream, but were forced away
from the river at the head of Black Canyon. At that point,
judging from the smooth flow of the current, they deemed the river
to be navigable. The expedition traversed the west side of the
river, probably as far as Eldorado Canyon from which they

returned to Las Vegas.

in 1856 several Vegas missionaries searched in the other
direction to take a census of the Indians and inventory of
resources. From Vegas Wash the group, as before with an Indian
guide, went upriver to Boulder Canyon at which point they went
cross country to the Virgin River, thence up the Muddy and back
to Vegas. By this time the Mormons had explored the areas near
the Colorado but had never been on the river itself. Their
1855-1856 reports to Brigham Young on the navigability of the river

were not optimistic.22

In 1857, the Mormons, understandably sensitive as a result of
the brutal treatment that they had received at Nauvoo as well as
other harassment, and learning of lIves' land and river thrusts up
from the Gulf, were nervous and needed to acquire intelligence.

The military authorities, for their part, felt that they

22. Smith, op. cit., p. 149.
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had reason to believe that the Mormons were inciting the Indians
against them.

Lt. James White, with some troopers, was sent north with
Johnson to investigate. Although real dangers were encountered,

the stage was set for a comic opera.

Jacob Hamblin at that time, shortly following the Mountain
Meadow Massacre, was escorting Gentile wagon trains along the old
Spanish trail. In  response to the rumors of invasion, he
dispatched two of his missionaries, lra Hatch and Dudley Leavitt, to
the Colorado tribes in December of 1857. In Cottonwood Valley, the
men with their Paiute guides, were captured by Mojaves and,
trapped in the rear of a wickiup, found themselves condemned to
death. Their bravery and prayer impressed the Mojave chief who
allowed them to leave. |

Shortly thereafter, Hamblin took Thales Haskell, Levitt, and
Knight on another reconnaissance. On seeing the Explorer, they
determined to send Haskell on board as a spy with a concocted
story about a new route to California to avoid Indian depredations.
The other three were to remain in hiding. They did not know their
horses' hoofprints had been seen or that Haskell would be
recognized by troopers who had seen him in Salt Lake City. On
board the Explorer, Haskell was told of the true purpose of the
voyage, but was not thoroughly convinced. lves interrogated
Haskell about Mormon intentions, "and was assured they would not
interfere with his explorations, as they were fully occupied in the

north and east. n23

23. ibid., p. 256.
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After further investigation during which he saw soldiers and
rockets being fired, Hamblin felt confirmed in his suspicions of an
invasion. He prudently returned to Vegas. As a result, a third
expedition was mounted in April 1858 under the leadership of
Apostie Amasa M. Lyman. This expedition was expressly to
determ‘ine' the lirhits of navigation and a location for a defensive
site. After leaving fas Vegas, the group went through Railroad
Pass, ElI Dorado Valley, Cottonwood Canyon, and finally to Pyramid
Canyon from which they were able to identify a good site for
defense. This, despite the rockets, proved unnecessary. As far
as navigation was concerned, they reported that Eldorado Canyon
seemed to be a feasible limit.

J. Eidorado Canyon: The Early Year‘s24

~As  previously mentioned, mining in Eldorado Canyon
significantly predates the historic period. Indians extracted
turquoise in the area and it is likely that Mexican or Spanish
miners, possibly padres, worked what later became known as the
Wall Street Mine. And in 1855, a Mexican (or Californian)
travelling with Aubry discovered traces of gold there.

Gr‘eem-:‘25 notes that Sitgreaves in 1851, and Whipple in 1854,
met prospectors in the area, but does not report their finds, if
any. Soldiers, camped in the Canyon in 1859, came upon ore
samples of sufficient value to excite prospectors and a claim, the

Honest Miner, was staked.

24. This section deals briefly with the early years of Eldorado
Canyon, with the sole intention of weaving it into the larger
mosaic. The canyon, generally spelled Eldorado, but sometimes El
Dorado, and pronounced Eldoraydo rather than Eldorahdo, is
significant in the history of the Lake Mohave area. As has been
done by others, it warrants, in itself, volumes of script.

25. Greene, op. cit., p. 23.
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Very shortly, other claims were made--the Nash. Piet,
January, Morning Star, Wall Street, and Techatticup among them.
The activity led to the establishment of what was called the
Colorado Mining District. Because of its remote location and lack of
machinery, only high grade, easily worked ore was mined. In 1863
Elmer Vinyard established a ten stamp mili powered by steam on the
ri\)er. Bullion, both gold and silver, was then shipped downriver
by steamer to seagoing vessels in the Gulf.

Merle Frehner, whose father freight_ed to Eldorado, talked of
him swimming in the river:

And one time he had to dive in and he didn't hesitate to
do it. He said he packed lots of gold bars in, uh, in the
mill there, they retort it, you know. Make a bar out of
it, y' know. . . . That boat had come up from the Gulf
and we laid it down the . . . we walked a plank out
there 10 or 12 feet or longer, and he'd walk out on it.
One day he was going out there and he dropped this gold
bar in there in river. He went right in after it. | don't
know how deep it was, probably 10 or 12 feet down, but,
he said, | got the gold out,. the bar'.26

By 1865 the population of Eldorado Canyon was perhaps 1,500
persons. By 1865 over 760 mineral lodes and 850 mining deeds had
been recor-ded.27 Even with the inevitable dips and surges of
mining activity through the years, Eidorado Canyon continues to be

worked to this day. Such activity had to be supplied and

26. Transcription of interview with Merle Frehner, 11-1-78,
pp. 7, 8.

27. Greene, op. cit., p. 24.
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Frehner and others brought supplies from Kingman and produce and
salt from the Moapa Valley. (See below, River Crossings)

The canyon saw a turbulent history after the soldiers left in
1868. Much of this will be detailed below in Chapter Three.

K. Take Up Your Mission

In this section we deal briefly with three Mormon settlements:
Callville, St. Thomas, and Rioville, all of which now lie beneath the
waters of Lake Mead.

When settlement of the region began, all of it, including Las
Vegas, Eldorado Canyon, and the Muddy-Virgin settlements, was in
the now vanished Pah-Ute County of Arizona. Speaking of that

time, Bufkin wrote:

The history of settlement in the northwestern corner of
Arizona Territory lying generally north and west of the
Colorado River, with the exception of the mining ventures
principally in ElI Dorado Canyon, was coincidental with
Mormon attempts to consolidate a corridor of communities
between Utah and points to the southwest in California.

One of the important features of the Mormon concept of
'Deseret' foresaw the desireability of a seaport on the
Pacific Coast. Such a port would not only serve as an
outiet for the goods produced in the Mormon heartland
and a route of supply for needed importations, but would
also provide a much needed alternate route to that of the
rugged, expensive, and often inhospitable trip overland

from the East Coast. .28

28. Donald Bufkin, "“The Lost County of Pah-Ute," Arizoniana,
Vol. V., #2, pp. 12, 14. ‘
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In addition, conditions in Utah's Dixie in 1864, principally the
settlements of St. George, Santa Clara, and Washington, were
serious due to catastrophic winter floods. "Something had to be
done or Dixie would die. Also,‘ something had to be done or
possible resources in settlement sites, freighting routes, and
control of the southwest area might be lost to gentile merchants and
miners. . . . The 1864 movement by Mormons to the Colorado
River was motivated by several factors--the Callville Landing,
control of the lower Virgin River area, and acreage on which to

grow cotton. u29

Late in 1864, Anson Call explored a route from St. George to
the river, identifying along the way, sites for a number of
settlements. Below Boulder Canyon, Call selected a site for a
landing and a warehouse. Following this, he trekked to Hardyville
below Black Canyon to order the necessary supplies. On his
return to what became Callville, the site was surveyed, lots were
laid out, and, while he returned to St. George by the Grand Wash
route, James David and Lyman Hamblin were left behind to dig the
warehouse foundations.

The warehouse settlement, and road construction were financed
by the Deseret Mercantile Association which was apparently heavily
supported by the Church. Simultaneously, large orders were
placed with California merchants for delivery by way of Callville.
In anticipation of the route's visibility, "Mormon leaders instructed
their agents to buy a large Hawaiian plantation where 'members!
could produce cotton, sugar cane and other products which could

be exported to San Francisco and to Utah via the Colorado

Rivers. u30

29. Smith, op. cit., p. 266.

30. Smith, op. cit., p. 283.
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In January, William Hardy made delivery by barge of the goods
previously ordered. The Esmeralda, owned by a rival company,
followed shortly in an effort to reach Callville. The attempt may
have been sabotaged. They claimed that their boilers were fouled,
that logs were thrown into the river ahead of them, and that
firewood was destroyed. In Black Canyon, they met persons from
Callvile who reported that the landing had been abandoned.

Captain Trueworthy turned back.31

Fortune of this Kkind did not cause Callville to flourish.
Despite its being honored by a post office from 1867 to 1869 and
some salt being transported to the mines from there, the hazards of
river navigation, the miserable condition of the roads from St.
George, and the coming of the transcontinental railroad to Salt Lake
City were obstacles that could not be overcome. It was abandoned
in 1869.

Saint Thomas at the confluence of the Virgin and Muddy
Rivers was abandoned--twice--despite the fact that it was a viable
agricuitural community which perormed a vital role supplying the
mining camps. In 1865, Thomas S. Smith led a group of Mormon
pioneers to establish the town. Land was cleared, the church and
homes constructed, and crops were planted. Initially it was
believed that Saint Thomas was in Utah Territory and later (1868)
in Pah-Ute County, Arizona, of which it became the county seat in
1869. However, a survey conducted in 1870 placed Saint Thomas
within Nevada. The Nevada legislature then dealt the settlers a
hard blow demanding not only back taxes, but also that these taxes

be paid in gold coin. This ‘latter requirement was especially

31. Ibid., pp. 285, 286.
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difficult for an agricultural community that customarily paid its

taxes in Kind.

Despite the petitions of the settlers, Nevada took a hard line
and arrested some persons. With the support and consent of
Brigham Young, the settlers were released from their mission.

Only Daniel Bonelli remained.

By 1877, Mormons began to return, among them those with
families whose names are memorialized in the area's
history--Bunker, Gentry, and Whitmore in particular. The
population of this highly productive community eventually reached
2,000 persons.

Again disaster struck. On 11 June 1938, the waters of Lake
Mead entered the town's precincts. Five days later, the postmaster
huried the cancellation stamp from the post office window and St.
Thomas was abandoned for the last time.

Daniel Bonelli, who came to St. Thomas with Smith, had twice

been flooded out, once at Santa Clara and again at Beaver Dam:

He planted fruit trees, a vineyard, fields of alfalfa, and
garden crops on his St. Thomas allotment. A strong
family man, he built a five-room adobe house, thatched
with tules from the swamp, and finished with lumber
whip-sawed in the Sheep Mountains and hauled 70 miles
across the desert. The floor was hewed cottonwood limbs
held down with pegs. That house was still standing when
Lake Mead submerged St. Thomas on June 11, 1938.32

32. Don Ashbaugh, "Ghost Towns of Nevada--Rioville (Bonelli
Ferry)," Las Vegas Review Journal, 28 July, 1957.
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Bonelli remained in St. Thoms to supply the mining towns with farm
produce. This, and the traffic down the valley, made him aware of
the need for a secure river crossing. To serve these needs,
Bonelli established a ferry site on the east side of the
Virgin-Colorado confluence and an irrigated farm on the west side.

Despite difficulties with the irrigation system,

He succeeded in raising hay, which along with vegetables
‘from his St. Thomas fields and meat from his herds,
supplied the mining camps at Eldorado, White Hills,
Chloride and Cerbat--all busy mining camps in those

days.

He had filed on the various salt locations which were
abundant and one of his major sources of income was from
furnishing this much needed chemical to the mines in

every direction.

Rioville became such an important place in the mining
economy of this area that river steamboat captains who
had solved the problem of surmounting the Roaring
Rapids of Black Canyon by using ringbolts imbedded in
the rocky shore, brought their paddle wheelers all the
way through Boulder Canyon to haul back supplies,
particularly the rock salt needed in large quantities to

flux the ore in the mills.33

As a center for production and trade, and as a river ferry,
Rioville was active through the remainder of the nineteenth

century. Decline began with the turn of the century. Upriver

33. bid.
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farmers so depleted the waters of the Virgin, that Bonelli could no
longer irrigate and ferry traffic was divered to the railroads.
Bonelli died in 1904, and the post office that had been established
there in 1881 closed in 1906.

L. Later Exploration

Early exploration of the area now under the jurisdiction of the
Lake Mead National Recreation Area was to the west and south of
the Virgin River. It was motivated by interest in communication
between Salt Lake and the sea, military  reconnaissance,
transcontinental travel, and the discovery of gold. The forbidding
terrain to the east of the Virgin saw little penetration between the
time of Pattie's transit of 1827 and the 1860s. When exploration
began, its roots lay in Mormon military necessity and curiosity
about the unknown.

One of the most incredible and self-sacrificing men to walk the
lands of the Southwest was Jacob Hamblin who was driven by a
mission, both self imposed and commanded by the church, to bring
peace between the settlers and migrants, on the one hand, and on
the other, the Lamanites, as the Mormons called the Indians.
Preaching the gospel as he believed it, teaching skills of value to
the Indians, setting example by his fortitude, skill and courage, he
merits the credit and admiration that John Wesley Powell and others
bestowed upon him.

Having demonstrated his diplomacy and leadership in Utah, he
was chosen to lead a mission to the Moquis in 1858. The route
chosen was direct from St. George to the Hopi villages, and the
Colorado was forded at the Crossing of the Fathers, although the
Paria River crossing was used later. This was not a secure route.
There was hostility between the Hopi and Navajo, and Navajo and

Ute bands harassed the missionaries and settlers. Accordingly,
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Hamblin was directed to locate an alternative route which geography
dictated had to be below the mouth of the Grand Canyon.

In 1862 Hamblin led a party down Grand Wash and, using a
small skiff that had been brought along for the purpose, crossed
the Colorado at the mouth of the wash. Hamblin traversed the
plateau below the canyon, visited the Hopi, and returned by way of

the Crossing of the Fathers.

The exit from the river at Grand Wash was difficult, and so
when Hamblin retraced his steps in 1863, he rowed upstream from
Grand Wash to a more convenient crossing, which eventually became

Pearce Ferry. Smith reports:

Access to the new crossing from the north was up Pigeon
Wash to Snap .Canyon, down it several miles, then east
across the ridge into Pearce Wash and up along the river
to the crossing. This site allowed a smooth crossing and
an easy ascent from the river up Grapevine Wash. Their

crossing is the first recorded use of Pearce's Ferr*y."34

Hamblin returned to Saint George by essentially the same
route. The locale was not seen again until 1867 when James White
drifted down the Cc;lorado.35

34. Smith, op. cit., p. 379. Pigeon Wash does not intersect Snap
Canyon. However, access across bench between the two is possible
and is used today.

35. It is neither productive nor necessary to enter into the
controversy surrounding James White. We assume, until a
convincing alternative is offered, that the thrust of his account is
valid and that, in the course of his misadventure, he floated past
both Pearce Ferry and Grand Wash.
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The following year Evastus Snow with a small party which
included Jacob Hamblin, examined a route from St. George that took
them up Mokiac Canyon to what became known as Wolfe Hole, thence
to Grand Wash. They reported that the route would allow relatively
easy road construction and that good grass and water were
available. Once at the river, Jacob Hamblin and two others rowed
downstream to Callville. Their report was apparently quite accurate
and used by Powell the following year for the final portion of his

jdurney.

Powell and his party passed through the lower reaches of the
Grand Canyon towards the end of the summer of 1869. On the 28th
of August, three of his party left to walk out what became known
as Separation Canyon. They were not seen again by whites and
the events surrounding their disappearance are confused by
controversy which will be examined in the next chapter. Powell,
and the remainder of his party, reached the mouth of the Virgin
two days later and were greeted by "three white men and an indian
hauling a seine. . . . As we came near, the men seem far less
surprised to see us than we do to see them. They evidently know
who we are, and on talking with them they tell us we have been
reported lost long ago, and that some weeks before a messenger
had been sent from Salt Lake City with instructions for them to
watch for any fragments or relics of our party that might drift

36

down the stream." So ended the first phase of Powell's important

endeavor.

We now conclude this section on exploration with reference to
other events. In 1871, Lt. George M. Wheeler surveyed as far as

36. J. W. Powell, The Exploration of the Colorado River and Its
Canyons, Dover, N.Y., 1961, p. 287.
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Diamond Creek, travelling upriver from Fort Mojave. He passed
through Boulder Canyon, Virgin Canyon, and Iceberg Canyon to
the ford at Ute Crossing. Meanwhile a land party under Lt. Daniel
Lockwood traversed St. Thomas Gap and passed Pakoon on its way
to St. George. It returned down Grand Wash and crossed the
Colorado and the Pearce Ferry site. From the river it went on to
Truxton and returned to the Colorado at Diamond Creek where it
was to meet Wheeler coming upriver. Wheeler encountered great
difficulty after he entered the Grand Canyon and Lockwood's party
left the rendezvous before Wheeler arrived. For our purposes, the
main significance of Wheeler's survey was his recommendation that

Pearce Ferry be considered as a site for a railroad crossing.

M. River Crossings

Several important river crossings should now be discussed.
These are, beginning at the mouth of the Grand Canyon: Pearce
Ferry, Scanlon/Gregg Ferry, Bonelli Ferry, and Eldorado and
Cottonwood Crossings. Of lecser significance are Ute Crossing and

Grand Wash. 38

In 1863, Jacob Hamblin, having circumnavigated the Grand
Canyon the year before, received instructions from Elder Erastus
Snow to make a second trip to the Moqui Villages by the

37. Treatment of the trails to these crossings will be reserved for
Chapter Five--Trails, Freight Roads, and River Crossings. These
trails, except for that to Bonelli's, remain above water and should,
therefore, be considered for nomination.

38. Ute Crossing was a dyke between Pearce Ferry and the Grand
Canyon. It could be forded at low water. Grand Wash was used
only once when Jacob Hamblin crossed in 1863. He cached a skiff
there on his way to the Moqui villages, but considered the cliffs on
the south side of the river too hazardous for regular travel.
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southern route so that the hazards of Navajo territory could be
avoided. Elder George A. Smith, in a letter to Snow, dated
February 15,A 1863, gave detailed instructions for Hamblin. He was
to make a wagon road with watering places and pasturage, and was
instructed that the way stations for the herders should be fortified

stone houses.

A substantial ferry-boat should be established at the
Colorado, the best, as well as the ferry-men, protected
by a block, or stone house. The location desired beyond
the Colorado, is one that contains good soil, mill power
and good timber together. If the mill power cannot be
found without going too far from the river, and other
qualities are satisfactory, it may be necessary to send to
California for portable engines for the cutting of lumber.
in building a fort, a stockade of timber might be
sufficient by cutting trees some 15 or 18 feet long,
splitting them halfway; it might be best to put the top
ends into the ground, as the American Agriculturist
insists they will last as long again that (they would) if
piaced butt down, or generally, securing the upper ends
of the logs by a cap or 'pin on the top of each post.

As a further security building, a block house to defend
the entrance would be sufficient for the present to
protect the mission from any hostile incursions of the
fierce Navajo or Apache war parties. The enclosure could
be laid out in lots, so as to form the nucleus of a city,
and when it should become crowded, another similar work

could be formed as another ward of the ci‘cy.39

39. Letter from Smith to Snow, quoted in Corbett, op. cit.,
pp. 217, 218.
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Without such attention to detail, Mormon settlements would
rnever have achieved their justified renown. Pearce Ferry was
never to gain much distinction as a settlement, however. It is
ironic that today it is the best known of the crossings below Lee's
Ferry, possibly because of promotion of the area as a recreational
haven. Nevertheless, its use during the historic period was

desuitory.

While Pattie apparently saw the area in 1827 and may have
forded the Colorado River at Ute Cfossing, Hamblin's visit to the
Pearce Ferry site is the first of record. After passing down Grand
Wash, he crossed the river on a raft and recovered the skiff that
had been cached the previous year. With this, he travelled up
river until Grapevine Wash was reached on the south shore. From
there he led his group to the Moqui villages and returned, almost
immediately, again using the skiff to cross the river. Hamblin and
his party were then the first known persons to use what became
Pearce Ferry. Although James White and John Wesley Powell passed
by the crossing in 1867 and 1869 respectively, the next crossing,
as such, was made by Wheeler in 1871 when he used his boats to

assist Lockwood and the ground party across.

Although mining developments below the river stimulated some
interest in the Pearce Ferry crossing, a more important factor was
Mormon colonization of the Little Colorado River and the Salt
River--principally such communities as St. Johns and Show Low on
the plateau, and Mesa in the torrid valley. When Hamblin reached
the river in December 1876, Harrison Pearce was already at work

there building the ferry boat:
Meanwhile, Harrison Pearce, who, with  his son,

John D. L. Pearce, had been called, "to establish a ferry

on the Colorado River," continued to prepare the crossing
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for use. How large and effective their skiff was is
uncertain, but apparently it could handle wagons and
general supplies, but not livestock. At first, at least, it

was propelled by oar power only.40

The ferry was apparently soon ready, for, by the 19th of
March of the following year a fairly large emigrant party crossed in

Pearce's skiff. 41

Use of the ferry remained light. The reasons, according to
Smith, were several. In particular, the crossings at Lee's and
Bonelli's were more reliable and reached by better roads. in 1887,
David P. Kimball was a member of a party that travelled from St.
George to Mesa. He kept a caréful log which was reported in the

42

Deseret News. Another group led by Bishop N. R. Tuttle and

John W. Tate crossed in 1880. By this time, apparently, Pearce
had become a little relaxed in his responsibilities for the company

had to build their own boat with which to cross the stream.43

In 1881, another group comprising of J. E. Stevens, Swenn
Neilson, Peter Nasstrom and their families, crossed at the location

" but without the assistance of Pearce. In 1882, yet another group,

intending to use the ferry, were turned away by Pearce because

the river was in flood.

In December of that year, Pearce himself threw in the sponge

- and wrote to President John Taylor asking that he be released from

his - call:

40. Smith, op. cit., pp. 385, 386.
41. At least 26 persons according to Smith, p. 387.
42. Ibid., p. 392.

43. Ibid., p. 395.
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During his entire six years at the river, Pearce's
business remained marginal at best . . . he estimated the
ferry was worth $3,000.00 and with slight improvement
the road would allow a good business. His son, James,
who had settled in Taylor, Arizona, was in St. George to
- take him home with him "where hé can make my declining

yvears a little more easy and comfortable.”44 ‘

His release was apparently granted soon after. Although some
incidental use of the ferry site is reported after 1883, to all intents

and purposes, its function as a ferry had ceased by that time.

The next ferry site below Pearce Ferry lay between Virgin
Canyon and lIceberg Canyon, and two ferries were located at the
same site. At this location the river was wide, shallow, and
relatively slow moving. While these conditions made for a fairly
easy crossing, they were largely negated by problems of access,
particularly on the north side where a dugway had to be

constructed.

The stimulus for a ferry was probably the establishment of the
mines around Gold Butte to the north, and others on both sides of
Hualapai Wash to the south. The problems associated with Pearce

Ferry may have diverted some travellers to this location.

By the mid-eighties most traffic into the Grand Wash area
probably swung west as it neared the Colorado to descend

to the river at Scanlon's Ferry. A second route from the

44. Ibid., p. 401.
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Gold Hills led directly south down "Scanlon Dugway."
This was a later and more precarious route. On the
south an easy ascent was made from the river into
Hualapai Wash for travel to the White Hills or points

south.45

Scanlon established his ferry in 1881, but, as Smith r‘epo'r‘ts,
only three recorded crossings are known: these were a single team
and outfit (no name given) in 1885, Nutter's crossing of 5,000 head
of cattle in 1893, and Slim Waring in 1916.46 Smith also reports
that Mormon farmers in Mesquite and Bunkerville used the crossing
to freight farm produce to the mines. Undoubtedly, it was also
used by the miners themselves travelling from White Hills to Gold
Butte.

About 1900, Gregg, who had been operating a ferry above
Scanlon, bought out Scanlon's ferry and farm. The ferry under
Gregg's ownership apparently had little use and plenty of neglect.

~Merle Frehner tells of an occasion when his brother, Harvey,

attempted to use it.

Uh, my older brother . . . when he was 18 and, long
with three other outfits from, uh, St. Thomas, crossed at

Gregg's Ferry. They were going to Kingman, uh, Gold

45. Ibid., p. 406. How travellers would get from Grand Wash to
the ferry site without using the dugway is a puzzle. The

topography in the vicinity of Iceberg Canyon is tortured to say the
least.

46. See Smith, pp. 407-11. The date given to Smith for Nutter's
crossing was 1890. See "Cattie Baron" regarding Nutter in Chapter

Two, and Chapter Four, "Ranching," regarding both Nutter and
Waring.
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Roads the other place up there and some of those other
mines. They were going to haul ore to Kingman where it
would be shipped on the railroads. And, uh, they were
there for a number of months. Uh, they went

that's where they crossed at Gregg's Ferry. And, uh,
he tells quite a bit about that. Uh, he said they, uh,
they were quite perturbed when they pulled in there.
This old, uh, old ferry boat, he said, they worked on it;
nailed boards and fallen apart pretty badly, | guess. It
hadn't been used much, and, uh, finally they got it so
they got their teams on it one at a time, you know.
Well, he says, he . . . though they, most of them, was
pulling a team and four head of horses each, uh, | mean
two teams and a wagon. If they could hold that many.
And, uh, they had to row the thing. They would take it
way up the river. | think with a team and, uh, get it
started, and row it to the other side, and get where, uh,
they could take it up far enough so they could get the

place to pull out.47

Merle Frehner believed that the river at the ferry was,
perhaps, 300 yards wide and that it could have been forded near
the sand hills that lie slightly to the east. He mentioned that, in
addition to Nutter's crossing of the river in 1893, "George Hartman
and his cowboys brought a herd of cattle and horses . . . across.
He came . . . through Hackberry and drove them up the Scanlon
Dugway country and over into Bellevue and when he got across the

. . . 48
river, he was in his own range."

47. Merle Frehner, transcription of interview, p. 11.

48. bid., p. 12.
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Judging from the scant reports of its use and the fact that
Gregg did not operate it for Harvey Frehner, the ferry was
incidental to the livelihood of both Scanlon and Gregg. The south
shore was irrigated from a stream and both ferrymen grew such
warm climate fruits as figs, dates, grapes, and pomegranates, as
well as raising livestock. Their activities were reported by such

traveliers as Stanton and the Kolb br‘other's.49

Merie Frehner was there in 1919 to haul out a tractor and
reports that Gregg was farming at that time.

We found the coils, the four coils, made the ignition for
the old Ford, but that there, uh, the job box, the metal
box in back of the . . . right in front of the driver was
empty. So, uh, the . . . that trip, we had a shotgun
and we fired that shotgun. We went up on one the
foothills there, and my dad could vyell real good. |
got . . . There was two ladies on the other side in the
house over there that had big cottonwoods, and, uh, two
ladies come out on the bank of the river. They had to
come through a lot of brush before ya could even see 'em
come out on the bank, and, uh, they said that Gregg was
down in the field. You could hear him, 1 believe, with
his mowing machine down in there on the other side, a
big field of alfalfa. Said he'd be up in the evening and
they'd come over. So the three of them come over in a
little row boat and, uh, said what they were after, and,
uh, but the vfour coils, the four coils was gone out of the
tractor and, uh, they wanted to know if he might be able
to fix us up. He said, uh, well, | think | might be able

43. Smith, op. cit., pp. 408, 410, 411.
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to. So, uh, he went back and he came with the four
coils that by messing around with the adjustments on it,
we got it going and then they started off the next
morning to back up, but ol', uh, Scanion Dugway was

pretty washed up condition.so

Traveliers also reported sporadic efforts at placer mining in
the river sands near the fer'r'y.s1 The prospects were sufficient to
stimulate Burt Mill and Company to establish a mill in the area. It
is possible that a foundation still in place in Scanlon Wash just
above the present lake level was for a stamp mill worked by that
company. Nearby is a very large fresno which could have been
used to remove the alluvium and carry it to the mill.

On the west bank of the confliuence of the Virgin and Colorado
rivers a ferry was established in 1871 which became known as
Stone's Ferry. The origin »f the name is not known. Wheeler
reported that two settlers were at work at the ferry site when he
passed through. One was James Thompson, and the other may
have been someone by the name of Stone.52

This ferry continued in operation until 1877 when it was
purchased by Daniel Bonelli. From 1871 to 1877 a number of uses
of the ferry were recorded including a large band of sheep moving
to Arizona in 1875 and a group of eighty-three emigrants in 1877.53

50. Frehner, op. cit., p. 1.

51. Smith, op. cit., p. 410.

52. Smith, op. cit., pp. 420, 421.
53. Ibid., p. 421.
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The saga of Daniel Bonelli has already been recounted in part
above in the section "Take Up Your Mission." As the sole occupant
of St. Thomas following the exodus of 1871, he was aware of the
demands for produce, feed, and salt that were created by the mines
downriver, as well as, need for a reliable river crossing. With
these in mind, and while retaining his farm in St. Thomas, as well
as the salt mines nearby, he purchased Stone's Ferry and moved it
to the east side of the confluence. There, Rioville was established.
A substantial stone house and many outbuildings were constructed,
and water from the Virgin River was channelled to irrigate fields of
alfalfa, vegetables, and fruits:

From the north the road from St. Thomas came down the
west side of the Virgin River to near Echo Wash where a
crossing was made and continued to Bonelli's ranch. The
road then descended to the river a little east of the
house itself. Bonelli often employed Indians to pull the
boat upriver two or three hundred yards so that they
could row across the river and strike the south bank
above the steep gravel banks of Detrital Wash. The exit

on the south, even so, was often steep and difficult.'54

Bonelli was not above touting the merits of his ferry above
those of his competitors, especially if the claims had some validity.
Pearce, backed by St. George interests, persuaded travellers to
use his route. In one such instance in 1882, Pearce refused to
cross travellers over the flooded river. The travellers had to
retreat and finally crossed at Bonelli's. They praised the route
and the treatment that they had received in a letter to the Silver
Reef Miner:

54. |bid., p. 428.
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The significance of this re-routing was not lost upon
Daniel Bonelli at Rioville. In a letter to the same paper a
week later, he impuned [sic] the judgment of those
persons sending people through a desert region when
they could not assure them ferry services upon reaching
the river. According to Ferryman Bonelli, other parties
had also had to traipse from Pearce's Ferry to his own
and when high waters prohibited a crossing at the former

site.55

In addition to serving as a ferry for travellers, Rioville
functioned as a post office from 1881 to 1906 and, as such, was a
way station on the north-south mail route. Harry Gentry of St.
Thomas ran a stage line through Rioville on his route from Pioche

to Hackberry. River vessels such as the Gila and the Southwestern

carried salt, hay, firewood, and other supplies from Rioville and
Moapa Valley down to the mines at Eldorado.

Merle Frehner recalls some of the agricultural enterprises that

helped Bonelli to prosper:

Yes, people come from St. Thomas, come right down the
Virgin River and right the . . . right to the mouth of
the river was, uh, Bonelli's. They even had that little,
uh, camp down there. They called it Junction City.
And, uh, Bonelli had, uh, field there and | can remember
when, uh, real early we went down and they filled it up
with hay down on. . . . We went down the road and

along under them little foothills and r'ight underneath

55. Ibid., pp. 399, 400.
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there was men working two and three cutters and piling
hay and hauling it. Yep, uh, he raised hay and grain
both fer the, uh, fer the Nelson. The freight teams of
Nelson took . . . my dad would cross down there, and,
uh, come up on the east side of the river. There's a
canyon right above the Nelson, couple of miles up the
river, real narrow. Why I took my dad one time down
there in a boat and he said there's the canyon now .

I had no idea that we could go out on top the mountain,
see, and . . . he could take his whole outfit up Bonelli's
there and load it with hay and grain and, uh, come back.
And then he also would haul supplies and groceries from '
Kingman. That was quite a trip in itself. They got
through Sacremento Valley. They went, oh, right
through there to Kingman. And Santa Fe Railroad was
through there. And that, uh, again made, uh, that was
the closest point to the railroad tracks through there long
time to get into Southern California.56

About the turn of the century, as St. Thomas, Bunkerville,
and Mesquite upriver continued to grow and expand their irrigated
lands, the water for Rioville correspondingly diminished and it was
increasingly difficult for Bonelli to produce his crops.
Simultaneously, railroads and improved roads eisewhere diverted
traffic. Bonelli died of a stroke in 1903, the center of activity
withered and the post office was closed in 1906. Another river
crossing ceased to function.

Below the bend in the river, in what has now become Lake

Mojave, two ferries were established and ran intermittently.

56. Interview with Merle Frehner, op. cit., pp. 8, 9.
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For several reasons these ferries tended less to serve the long
distance traveller than did the upriver ferries. For one thing,
they served the mining communities in their localities and were not
distant from population centers as were the others. The difficult
approaches to these crossings, especially to the east, discouraged
travellers who were not bound specifically for Eldorado, Nelson, or
Searchlight, or their associated mines. Furthermore, crossings in
the Mojave Valley were distinctly more placid than any we have so
far discussed and, thus, attracted a more steady flow of travellers.
Finally, the river in both directions was navigable so that Eldorado,
for instance, could send its ore downriver by steamer and get salt,
hay, and firewood from the Virgin River settlements upstream.
Nevertheless, in part for reasons of cost, some overland freighting
took . place and, for that coming from Rioville or Kingman, the river
had to be crossed.57 This apparently was done using the labor of
Iindians and a boat, the ownership of which is not known. This
ferry must have been privately owned--at least by the inference of
the following quotations from Smith and Emery:

A report in the Mojave County Miner (1916) noted a ferry

in operation at El Dorado Canyon; nevertheless, the ferry
had limited use. Finally, in 1919 a major flood washed
out the ferry carrying the barge three miles down river
and piled it up on the sunken gold dredge. WMurl Emery

recalls the event of these words:

“"This was no cause for sorrow. It would keep
the El Dorado Ferryman from starving and give

us (Dad and |) some more business, and it did,

57. As we have seen above, Frehner freighted from both of these
places as did Harry Gentry.
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possibly one car, maybe a team and wagon,

horse and rider more to us a week."

This flood apparently ended the EI Dorado Ferry's

story. 58

Below Eldorado, only the crossing at the mouth of Cottonwood
Canyon had signiﬁcance.59 Because of the large island in the
river, a permanent Indian settlement preceded white penetration,
and because of access up Cottonwood Canyon to the west and Union
Pass to the east, the topography would have permitted a more
heavily  travelled route than actually came into being.
Intercontinental and interregional traffic favored the easier

crossings of the Mojave Valley to the south.

The first recorded crossing in the area took place in 1858 in

an incident already referred to in the "Mormon War" above. A

member of Jacob Hamblin's small party crossed to spy upon lves in
the Explorer and found himself espied in turn.

Mining near Cottonwood was late in coming, relative to
Eldorado. However, the island was used first as a source of feed
and fuel to the miners and as a pasture for cattle. In 1864, it was
filed on and farms were established that provided the miners with

garden produce.

The area saw greater life as the result of the first boom in
Searchlight to the east which began in 1898 and peaked in 1907.

58. Smith, op. cit., 0. 451. Quote's letter from Murl Emery dated
15-1-72. ' _

59. This section is based entirely on Smith, op. cit., pp. 453-56.
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in 1900, a railroad was built from Searchlight to a mill that was
established by the Quartette holdings. By 1916 a gasoline powered
ferry was in operaton to be succeeded in the following year by
another owned by Jim Cashman which was operated by Murl Emery
and his father. These ferries carried automobiles and other

vehicles.

After 1920, Cashman moved his ferry downstream and
shortlived ferries were then operated by the town of Chloride and
Mohave County. In the late twenties, William Brown built an aerial

tramway for vehicles and ore.
None of the crossings discussed exists today. All lie beneath

waters impounded by the dams that divert the traffic from earlier

patterns of flow.
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CHAPTER TWO

THE UPPER LANDS

A. Dunn and the Howland Brothers

High above the Colorado River, and remote from it and the
other lands of the Lake Mead National Recreation Area, rests the

forest clad Shivwits Plateau which is part of a huge, isolated part

of Arizona called the Arizona Strip.

The Arizona Strip is that portion of the state which is

bounded by the Colorado River to the south and east, the state of_

Utah to the north, and the state of Nevada to the west. Except in
the Grand Canyon itself and in the Grand Wash, its elevation
exceeds five thousand feet. |Its major subregional divisions are
formed by mountains and escarpments running in a generally
north-south direction. Between two of these--the Grand Wash

Cliffs to the west and Hurricane Cliffs to the east--lies the huge

subregion of Main Street Valley. The southwest segment of this is
the Shivwits Plateau, the eastern and northern boundaries of which
plateau are indefinite. The western boundary is the rampart of the
Grand Wash Cliffs and, to the south, the plateau extends long
fingers into the Grand Canyon.

It is these points of land that comprise the portion of the
Shivwits Plateau under the jurisdiction of the Lake Mead National
Recreation Area. Our discussion will focus on these peninsulas,
particularly the largest which terminates in Kelley Point. Most of
the settlement and activity of historic interest took place in the

. . 1
northern sector which is knhown as Parashaunt. Some reference

1. Parashaunt is an Indian term meaning "Lots of water." Notes
written by Lloyd Swapp, BLM, St. George, Utah.
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will necessarily be made to places and events outside of the Lake

Mead National Recreation Area which lie in Parashaunt. These,
such as Oak Grove and the Wildcat Ranch, are identified on the

base map.

The first likely penetration of Shivwits was by James O. Pattie
in 1827. This has already been noted, but Smith's account is worth

repeating here:

Once over the river, they moved up the Virgin hunting
for furs. After a day or two the Pattie group swung
east (if they indeed had not crossed above Grand Wash
earlier) through St. Thomas Gap into the Grand Wash
drainage, and then onto the Shivwit Plateau, where they
pursued an easterly course past Mt. Trumbull and over
the Buckskin Mountains. Very likely in one of these
locations they were caught in an eighteen-inch snow fall
in April.

Another alternative route for the Pattie expedition would
have kept them on the South Rim of the Grand Canyon as
far east as Kanab Creek, where they may have crossed
the Colorado River and climbed out on the North Rim.
However, this route seems unlikely in view of several
facts: the difficulty of getting to the Colorado River
from the South Rim, the purpose for crossing at that
point, and the sudden return to the C(olorado after
crossing the Buckskin Mountains. This writer admits
Pattie's account is sketchy, but believes the party
crossed near the Virgin River and then moved east, north
of the Color‘ado.2

2. Smith, op. cit., p. 114,
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Even if Pattie were to have traversed Shivwits there is no
certainty that he would have intercepted the boundaries of the
National Recreation Area. Indeed, if he had passed through St.
Thomas Gap, the logical route would have carried him directly east
to Mount Trumbull and far to the north of the NRA boundary. If
he had passed up Grand Wash, he could have been led to Pigeon

 Canyon which also heads north of the boundry. Had he attempted

to traverse the Grand Canyon benches below the rim, the
difficulties would have forced him to top out, and he might then
have entered the area. But the logic of the terrain argues against
this. All that we are in a position to say is that Pattie pr‘obab‘ly
was the first non-Indian to penetrate Shivwits, but that it is
unlikely that he entered the Shivwits boundaries of the National
Recreation Area. That Mormon missionaries may have entered the
Plateau is suggested by the following quotation from MecClintock.
No certainty attaches to this, however, since Pearce may have
encountered the band elsewhere:

That the Shivwits were susceptible to missionary ér‘gument
was indicated about 1862, when James H. Pearce brought
from Arizona into St. George a band of about 300
Indians, believed to comprise the whole tribe. All were
duly baptized into the Church, the ceremony performed
by David H. Cannon. Then Erastus Snow distributed
largess of clothing and food. Ten years later Pearce
again was with the Indians, greeted in affectionate
rememberance. But there was a complaint from the
Shivwits they "had not heard from the Lord since he
feft." Then followed fervent suggestions from the
~ tribesmen that they be taken to St. George and be
baptized again. They wanted more shirts. They also
wanted Pearce to write to the Lord and to tell Him the

Shivwits had been pretty good lndians.3
3. James H. McClintock, Mormon Settlement In Arizona, A Record
of Peaceful Conquest of the Desert, Phoenix, 1921, p. 67.
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We can be reasonably certain that members of Powell's
expedition reached the Shivwits Plateau late in the summer of 1869.
On the 28th of August, three men, Seneca Howland, O. G.
Howland, and William Dunn, left the expedition at what became

known as Separation Canyon. Although it is not necessary to

discuss the factors that led to the separation, we cannot avoid
probing into subsequent events since they bear upon sites on the
Shivwits Plateau. It is impossible to solve completely a murder that
took place over one hundred years ago. One can only hope to
narrow the range of error.

Let us first deal with the known. When the party left the

river on the 28th day of August, they carried with them guns and
little else:

Two rifles and a shotgun are given to the men who are
going out. | ask them to help themselves to the rations
and take what they think to be a fair share. This they'
refuse to do, saying they have no fear but that they can
get something to eat; but Billy, the cook, has a pan of

biscuits prepared for dinner and these he leaves on a
rock.

The three men help us lift our boats over a rock 25 or 30
feet high and let them down again over the first fall, and
now we are all ready to start. The last thing before
leaving, | write a letter to my wife and give it to
Howland. Sumner gives him his watch, directing that it
be sent to his sister should he not be heard from again.
The records of the expedition have been kept in
duplicate. One set of these is given to Howland; and

now we are ready. For the last time they entreat us not
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to go on . . . each party thinks the other is taking the
dangerous cour‘se.4

The three men trekked up Separation Canyon, climbed onto the
Shivwits Plateau, and were killed by members of the Shivwits band
of Pai-ute Indians. '

Despite the isolation of the area and its great distance from
settlements, news of the killing reached Jacob Hamblin early in
September, only days after the men left the river'.5

_ How long it took the men to climb out to the rim is the first of
many questions. A clue may be found in an account of Separation
Canyon given by Chet Bundy.6 In April of 1931, Iven Bundy,
twenty-three years of age, drowned in the Colorado and his body
lost. Chet Bundy, Pat Bundy, and FIoYd Iverson searched for him
using an old boat which finally sank as they lowered it down

Separation Rapids. Low on food, they had no alternative but to
hike out:

Separation Canyon has a little stream coming down it,
though today it sinks out of sight before reaching the
river. We took off up that canyon at five o'clock in the
afternoon and walked until ten that night. Next morning,

we filled a little quart canteen--all we had--and went

4. J. W. Powell, The Exploration of the Colorado River and Its
Canyons, Dover Publications, Inc., N.Y., 191, pp. 280, 28

5. Corbett, op, cit., p. 267.

6. Nellie Iverson Cox and Helen Bundy Russell, Footprints on the

Arizona Strip, Horizon Publishers, Bountiful, 1973, Chapter XV,
"The Story of {ven."
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upstream until we came where three canyons branched
off. We were getting pretty weak, wanting to hold on to
our last mouthful of food. So instead of eating, we took
turns going up the canyons, figuring we were done for if
~one of them didn't lead us out. |

Pat said, "I'll .take my turn first and go up this west
canyon. You fellows stay here until | get back." After
" about one hdur‘, he returned. "A bird would have to go
straight up to get out of that," he declared.

Floyd said he would take the middle one. A hour or two
later he came back, saying that not even a bird could get
out of it.

I thought for a few moments and then said, "You fellows
might as well go up this cther canyon with me. Because,
if we don't get out of it, we are done for--we will never

get out at aH."7

It took the rest of the day to climb out the east fork. "We
found a bird's nest and sucked those eggs right now." On top
they intercepted the old road to the Snyder Mine and refilled their
canteen at Kelley Seeps. They killed a jackrabbit with a
six-shooter and then walked north, by chance running into two
cowboys, Luther Swanner and Tyne Hecklethorne.8 They helped
themselves to food at Waring's Horse Valley Ranch, which was
empty. "We were ready for another meal, though, when we reached
the Mathis Ranch. An old feliow staying there asked us where we

7. Ibid., p. 101.

8. Pat Bundy, in a conversation 21-4-78, corrected this to Luther
Swanner and Ed Johnson.
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had been, and when we told him, he said, 'Anybody crazy enough
to go down the Colorado River looking for a dead man ought to
s‘carve!"'9 After that rebuff, they continued on to a more
hospitable reception at Penn's Valley. To reach Penn's Valley from
the river had, with detours, taken three nights and two days. If
no detours had been made and no night hike was invoived, the time
would have been about the same.

The distance from the river to Kelley Tank on top is about ten
miles and the change in elevation is from 1,300 feet to 6,000 feet.
If Powell's men had guessed right at the canyon intersections, they
could well have reached the plateau by the end of their first day.

The distance from Kelley Tank to Mount Dellenbaugh is about
eighteen miles. A three mile an hour walk could have taken them
well beyond it in the second day. Putting the matter another way,
if all had gone reasonably smooth, the men could have been to the
north of Mt. Dellenbaugh by the 30th of August, 1869. '

This estimate is highly optimistic, however. At two o'clock in
the afternoon of May 2, 1978, the author and three companions feft
Separation Rapid to hike to Mount Dellenbaugh with the goal of
better understanding the problems faced by the three men.10 This
expedition, which had the advantages of modern maps, adequate
food, and a cache of water, required three days of travel. It was
possible to avoid making a mistake at a major intersection and, once
on top, to travel a dirt road. Even with the ma.ps, some problems
were encountered in finding a route out the Redwall and onto the
Esplanade.

9. Cox, Russell, ibid, p. 101.

10. The party consisted of Gene Sternberg, Jr., Bill Burke, Bob
Burke, and the author. An informal account is given in Appendix
A.
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The Dunn-Howland party would probably have required at
least three, and possibly four, days to reach the vicinity of
Dellenbaugh. Not only were they hampered by a complete lack of
maps in the confusing maze of canyons, but they were also at a
serious disadvantage with regard to food and water. Food was also
a problem to the Bundy party.ﬂ Our quartette saw a total of two
jackrabbits, three squirrels, and two sets of deer tracks. In 1869,
game, not having to compete with cattle for forage, may have been
more abundant. Water may have been available in the canyon
itself, depending on the summer thunderstorms. On top, it would
have been very difficult to find water since it occurs only at seeps
and springs which lie below the rimrock in a few places. The clue
to these locations is stands of ponderosa on the plateau, and from a
vantage point such as Blue Mountain, these might have been located
from a distance. {t would have been logical for the men to head
for Blue Mountain once they topped out. From its summit they
could trace a route to Mount Dellenbaugh which would avoid side
canyons, but take them past Penn's Pocket and Green Spring.
Again, Mount Dellenbaugh would be a likely objective since they
had an obvious need to gain such heights from which they could
work out a course to the Mormon settlements to the north.

Ambush Water Pockets, the location said by Dellenbaugh to
have been the murder site, is twelve miles north of Kelley tank.
Detlenbaugh claims that the men were Kkilled the morning after their
night at that location.12 Our party reaches this point, also known
as Penn's Pocket, after two and one-half days' travel. The earliest
that the three could have reached that location would then be the

11. Pat Bundy reported that two of his group shot at the jack-
rabbit but that they could find no bullet hole when they skinned it.

12. Frederick S. Dellenbaugh, The Romance of the Colorado River,
Rio Grande Press, Chicago, 1962, pp. 227, 228, 229, 230.
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30th of August, with the Kkilling occurring on the 31st. A later
date at Ambush Water Pockets or at Log Springs--one additional

day's travel--is more likely.

At about the same time that Powell's men were leaving the
river, Jacob Hamblin was moving his family from Santa Clara to
Kanab:

In a few days Jacob got word from an Indian runner that
three white men had been killed in a remote place on the
northwest side of the Colorado; that these men had
belonged to a strange party of river explorers. This
information, ialthough scanty, greatly aroused Jacob's

interest.13

. Who dispatched this runner is not documented. Hambliin,
although on excellent terms with the Paiutes, had not yet travelled
far below the Vermillion Cliffs and had not been in Shivwits or
Uinkaret cduntry. For that matter, how was it known that he was
in Kanab or did the runner go first to Santa Clara? Once can only
speculate that, after the Shivwits had accomplished the killing, the
news was passed on to the Uinkiarets in the Mt. Trumbull area, who
then passed it on to the Kanab Pai-uites, who, in their turn,
advised Hamblin. Hamblin received the information no later than
the 6th of September, since 7 September was the first date line on

the news reported by the Deseret News in Salt Lake.14

13. Corbett, op. cit., p. 267.

14. Smith, op. cit., p. 170, indicates that reports on the incident
were carried by The Deseret News on 7, 8, and 15 September,
1869. Attempts to confirm this by correpondence with Smith, The
Deseret News, and the Salt Lake City Library (12-3-78, 31-3-78,

and 9-4-78 respectively) have not been successful. The only
response received was from The Deseret News which referred the
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The Shivwits Plateau is over eighty miles from Kanab by direct
air distance, and well over one hundred miles by road or trail. |(f
one assumes urgency, which one should not, the news could have
reached the Uinkarets rather slowly and more rapidly from there to
Kanab. At the very least, two days were required from there to
Kanab. At the very least, two days were required and probably
four or mor‘e.15 The outer time limits within which the Killing took
place are between 31 August and 4 September, a five-day period.
Five days would have been sufficient time for men to reach St.
George, and it is thus probable that the killing took place around
the first of September 1869.

To examine questions of place, motivaton, and circumstances,

fet us look at several reports in addition to the one already quoted.

in 1870, John Wesley Powell travelled to the southern part of
the Arizona Strip partially in an effort to find out what happend to
his men. Uinkaret Indians at Mount Trumbull sent for the Shivwits:

author to the Salt Lake City Library. The information would have
been wired to The Deseret News via the Deseret Telegraph which
had reached Rockville by the end of 1868. Kanab to Rockville
would have required a hard day's travel by horseback. 6
September is the very latest that Hamblin could have received the
news. On the other hand, it could not have been much earlier
since Hamblin had taken four and one-half days to reach Kanab
from Santa Clara which he left "on a bright, sunny morning
sometime during the forepart of September, 1869." Corbett, op.
cit., p. 266.

15. The following year when Powell was at Mt. Trumbull looking
for evidence concerning his men, a runner left for the Shivwits in
the morning of 17 September. In the evening of 19 September, the
Shivwits came in. The distance from Trumbull to Dellenbaugh is
about 30 miles. We also note that the Powell-Hamblin party took
over two days to travel! from Kanab to Mt. Trumbull.
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Mr. Hamblin fell into conversation with one of the men
and held him until the othefs had left, and then learned
more of the particulars of the death of the three men.
They came upon the Indian village almost starved and
exhausted with fatigue. They were supplied with food
and put on their way to the settlements. Shortly after
they had left, an Indian from the east side of the
Colorado arrived at their village and told them about a
number of miners having killed a squaw in drunken
brawl, and no doubt these were the men; no person had
ever come down the canyon; that was impossible; they
were trying to hide their guilt. In this way he worked
them into a great rage. They followed, surrounded the

men, in ambush, and filled them full with ar‘rows.16

A slightly different version is given by Little in his book on
Hamblin:

| commenced by explaining to the Indians Professor
Powell's business. I endeavored to get them to
understand that he did not visit their country for any
purpose that would work any evil to them; that he was
not hunting gold, silver or other metals; that he would
be along the river next season with a party of men, and
if they found any of them away from the river in the
hills, they must be their friends, and shown them places

where there was water, if necessary.

They answered that some of their friends from the other

side of the river crossed on a raft and told them that

16. Powell, op. cit., p. 323.
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Powell's men were mihers, and that miners on their side

of the river abused their women.

They advised them to kill the three white men who had
gone back from the river, for if they found any mines in
their country, it would bring great evil among them.

The three men then followed, and killed when asleep.17

Yet another version is given by Dellenbaugh:

Howland's obligation certainly was to go on as if he were

an enlisted sold'ier, and he evidently failed in his duty.

When the river party were [sic] ready to start the three
deserters helped lift the two boats over a high rock and
down past the first fall.

They climbed up on the mighty cliffs to the summit of the
Shewits [sic] Plateau, about fifty-five hundred feet, and
that is a hard climb | can testify, for | climbed down and
back not far above this point. At length they were out
of the canyon, and they must have rejoiced at leaving
those gloomy depths behind. Northward they went, to a
large water-pocket, a favourite [sic] camping-gound of
the Shewits, a basin in the rocky channel of an
intermittent stream, discharging into the Colorado. The
only story of their fate was obtained from these Utes.

Jacob Hamblin of Kanab learned it from some other Utes

17. Little, James A., Jacob Hamblin: A Narrative of His Personal
Experience, as a Frontierman, Missionary to the Indians and
Explorer, Juvenile instructor Office, SLC, Utah, 1881, p. 97.




and afterwards got the story from them. They received
the men at their camp and gave them food. During the
night some of the band came in from the north and
reported certain outrages by miners in that country. It
was at once concluded that these whites were the culprits
and that they never came down the Colorado as they
claimed. In the morning, therefore, a number secreted
themselves near the edge of the waterpocket. The trail
to the water leads down under a basaltic cliff perhaps
thirty or forty feet high, as | remember the spot, which
I visited about six years later. As the unfortunate men
turned to come up from filling their canteens, they were
shot down from ambush. In consequence, | have called
this the Ambush Water-Pocket. The guns, clothing, etc.,
were appropriated by the Shewits [sic], and | believe it
was through one of the watches that the facts first leaked
out. | bhave always had a lurking suspicion that the
Shewits were glad of an excuse (if they had one at that
time) for Kkilling the men. When | was there they were in
an ugly mood and the night before | got to the camp my
guide, a Uinkaret, and a good fellow, warned me to be
constantly on my guard or they would steal all we had.
There were three of us, and probably we were among the
first whites to go there. Powell the autumn after the men
were killed went to the Uinkaret Mountains, but did not
continue over to the Shewits Plateau. Thompson went
there in 1872‘18

18. Frederick S. Dellenbaugh, The Romance of the Colorado River,
Rio Grande Press, Chicago, 1962, pp. 227, 228, 229, 230. Almon
Harris Thompson was a member of Powell's second expedition. ‘
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We have yet another perspective that has cur‘r'ehcy in the
Strip today. Wally Mathis, Jr., the grandson of rancher Wwally
Mathis, who entered the Parashaunt area in 1902, interviewed Jimmy
Guerrero, who was a cowboy for Preston Nutter. Mathis, Jr.,

questioned Guerrero about a renegacle indian by the name of Toab:

Jimmy Guerrero: I think he helped to kili them Major
Powell people. That what ya looking for?

Wally Mathis, Jr.: | think so. Yeah.

Jimmy Guerrero: Weli, I don't know. Tone lvins wanted
me to go out there. I've gotta go. He's dead. But |
promised to. . . . If | go, I'l go sometime. Right across
the knoll where they burned them people, he says, |
used to couldn't try to ride my horse up over that knoll,
he says, | couldn't get them horses more than half way
up over it. He said, they was bucking, they was back
down . . . | said, did ya beat him and try him. He
says, no, | never whip my horses, but, he says, | try to

coax 'em up over that knoll, he says, | just couldn't ge